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2021 August 10, 1900 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Report of inspection of the ports of entry with reference to quarantine service. 

Manila, P. L, June 28, 1900. 

Sir: I have the honor to submit herewith a brief report on the 
inspection of the other ports of entry in the Philippine Islands, relative 
to the needs of establishing a quarantine service at the different places. 

IloUo. — The town of this name, situated on Panay Island, is the next 
in importance commercially to Manila. The population is about 10,000 
or 12,000. Vessels from foreign ports enter here, the 'majority coming 
from Hongkong, one occasionally from Singapore and Saigon. The 
ships from Hongkong generally go direct, but occasionally by the way 
of Manila. They are mainly freight steamers after cargoes of sugar 
and hemp, but usually carry a limited number of Chinese steerage pas- 
sengers. Until recently the Spanish Mail steamers made this a port of 
call, but have now ceased doing so, as it did not pay them commercially. 
The vessels from Saigon arrive with cargoes of rice, while those from 
Singapore carry cattle and general cargo. 

There are a number of vessels entering here from the island ports, 
principally from the neighboring island of Negros and the town of 
Capiz, on Panay. The harbor is large but not well protected, being 
more or less exposed to the China Sea on the west. The inspection of 
vessels has been done by one of the army surgeons stationed there, but 
the medical authorities are glad to be relieved from this duty, and 
welcome the detail of an officer of the Marine- Hospital Service to take 
charge of the quarantine work. There is no quarantine station here of 
any kind, and the Spaniards made no attempt to so treat vessels at this 
port. Owing to the fact that vessels come direct from Hongkong to 
Iloilo, and the distance from there to Manila is thirty-six hours, I 
recommend that a small station, with barrack accommodations for about 
100 people, be equipped at this port as soon as practicable. This station 
would be available for a great number of vessels from the neighboring 
island ports when infected with smallpox or other quarantinable disease, 
and vessels of small size could be remanded here from Zamboanga and 
Jolo. 

The number of vessels entering at this port for the four months, from 
January 1 to April 30, 1900, is herewith tabulated, and has been 
divided into those from foreign ports, Manila, and other island ports. 
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Foreign 3 4 3 

Manila 16 4 15 12 

Other island ports 38 35 30 30 

Cebu. — This is a town of 15,000 inhabitants situated on the island of 
the same name. It has a good harbor, which is protect* d and does not 
feel the effect of storms to any marked extent. This is a port of entry 
for foreign vessels and a few arrive each month, principally from Hong- 
kong. There is quite an extensive commerce between this and the island 
ports of Negros, Leyte, and Samar. 

There are no quarantine facilities at Cebu, but an inspection service 
has been conducted by the army surgeons stationed there. They are 
glad to be relieved of this duty by the Marine-Hospital Service. In 
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view of the fact that vessels come to this port direct from Hongkong 
and that the commerce of this place is increasing, I deem it advisable 
to install a small floating disinfecting plant and limited barrack accom- 
modations here, as this station would be convenient for the disinfection 
of boats coming from the groups of islands to the east and south. 

The number of vessels entering at this port during the four months 
ended April 30, 1900, is shown below : 



Foreign 

From Manila 

From other island ports. 



Janu- 
ary. 



Febru 
ary. 

2 

4 

35 



March. 



April. 



1 

8 
55 



Zamboanga, another port of entry, is a small town of 5,000 inhabitants, 
situated on the western extremity of the island of Mindanao. It is on 
the Basilan Straits, and practically has no harbor, but being below the 
typhoon belt, the water rarely becomes rough and storms are almost 
unknown. 

There is little commerce at this port, nearly all the vessels entering 
there being Government transports carrying supplies, and a few island 
boats. With the exception of a small steamer running between Sanda- 
ken and Zamboanga by the way of Jolo, no foreign vessels come to this 
port. It is rumored, however, that the Australian ships and those from 
Singapore will call there in the near future. In the latter event it will 
become necessary to station an officer there for inspection work, but at 
present the commerce of the port does not require it. 

There will be no necessity for establishing a quarantine station here, 
as all infected vessels can be remanded either to Iloilo or Manila, as the 
ultimate destination of the foreign ships will be the latter place. 

The vessels entering this port for the four months ended April 30, 
1900, are as follows : 



Janu- 
ary. 



Febru- 
ary. 



March. 



April. 



Foreign 

From Manila 

From other island ports 



Jolo, the most important town in the Sulu group, has a population of 
3,000 inhabitants, and has little commercial relations except with Bor- 
neo, adjacent islands, and Zamboanga. An inspection service is main- 
tained by the army surgeon stationed there, and I do not think it 
necessary to detail an officer for duty at that port. The only foreign 
vessel calling there is a small steamer from Sandakan, Borneo. 

The following shows the commerce of the port for the four months 
ended April 30, 1900 : 



Janu- 
ary. 



Febru- 
ary. 



March. 



April. 



Foreign 

From Manila 

From other island ports 



5 
1 

12 



There are no other ports of entry in the islands except Manila, and 
the data relative to this station will be embodied in my report of the 
transactions of the Service for the period ended June 30, 1900. 
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In Northern Luzon there are no ports of entry, although there are sev- 
eral important towns (Laog, Vigan, and Aparri), that have extensive 
commercial relations with Manila. These places, however, are not far 
distant from Mariveles and the island boats infected with smallpox can 
be remanded there for disinfection. 

Eespectfully, J. C. Peeey, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon General, 77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 

Report from Manila — Gases of plague in Manila and Cavite. 

Manila, P. I., June 27, 1900. 
Sir : I have the honor to report that during the week ended June 23, 
1900, there occurred only 2 cases of plague in Manila — 1 Filipino and 
1 Chinese — neither resulting in death to date. 

One more case has been reported in Cavite during this period, but all 
other places in the islands have remained free from the disease. 
Respectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. 8. 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands. 
The Surgeon-General, 

77. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Quarantine officers at Iloilo and Cebu. 

Manila, P. I., June 27, 1900. 
Sir : Referring to my telegram of the 16th instant, relative to medical 
officers for Iloilo and Cebu, I have the honor to inform you that I have 
detailed Asst. Surg. L. D. Fricks as quarantine officer at Iloilo, and 
Asst. Surg. H. A. Stansfield has been sent to Cebu to take charge of the 
work at that place. No more officers are needed at present, but in 
three months I will want an officer and hospital steward for duty at 
Mariveles Quarantine Station, and it would be preferable to send one 
who has had practical experience in disinfection. 

Respectfully, J. C. Perry, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, U. 8. M. H. 8. 
The Surgeon- General, 17. S. Marine-Hospital Service. 

PORTO RICO. 

Reports from Ponce. 

Ponce, P. R., July 28, 1900. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the quarantine and abstract 
of bills of health reports for the week ended July 21, 1900. During the 
week there came into this port the provisional flag steamship Julia 
replacing the steamship Maria Herrera, they both belonging to the same 
company. As she was disinfected at Santiago and only carried immune 
passengers, she was admitted to pratique. 

The general health of Ponce, according to the last report from the 
local board of health, shows no other infectious diseases than 1 case of 
typhoid fever and 3 of la grippe. 

The mortality from diseases of the digestive apparatus still remains 
at an epidemic figure. 

Respectfully, W. W. King, 

Assistant Surgeon, 77. 8. M. H. S. 

The Surgeon-General, 77. 8. Marine-Hospital Service. 



